. suspicious. In the first place, when Somerset returned from Hoyston to London after the appointment of the commission, the King (having heard Coke's opinion of the evidence, but not seen the evidence itself) took leave of him with his usual demonstrations of affection; but observed, as soon as he was gone, that he should never see his face more. In the second place, after Somerset had been examined by the Commissioners, and they had reported that the examinations and testimonies gave ground in their opinion for vehement suspicion that he had been an accessary to the murder before the fact, the King showed great anxiety to induce him to confess himself guilty, and caused private communications to be made to him as by authority, holding out hopes of pardon if he would do so. In the third place, when Somerset declared to Sir George More that the King durst not bring him to trial, and seemed to threaten that if he did he would publicly " tax him " with something, the King did not treat this threat with indifference, but took counsel with his lawyers and j udges as to the means of preventing him from, putting it in execution. In the fourth place, on the day of trial it was observed at Court that when the news of the verdict reached Greenwich, the King, who had been restless and uneasy before, recovered his usual composure. In the fifth place, though sentence of death was recorded in the usual form against both the Earl and the Countess, he spared their lives.
It will hardly be contended that these particular facts would justify any serious suspicion of any serious criminality, were it not for the previous assumption that something had been hushed up, and the fair inference that there was something to conceal. If that previous assumption were withdrawn, it would be found that there is no ground whatever for any such suspicion. And withdrawn, I think, it must be, absolutely and unconditionally ; as having a distinct, well authenticated, and un-
